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Message Text 


1 . YOU MAYUSETHE FOLLOWING TALKING POINTS IN RESPONSE TO 
THE QUESTIONSPOSED BY PRESIDENT SIAD AS REPORTED IN 
REFTEL: 


A) THIRD COUNTRY TRANSFERS: 

ONCE SOMALIA IS ELIGIBLE FOR SALES DIRECTLY FROM THE 
UNITED STATES, WE WILL ALSO BE ABLE AND WILL BE PREPARED TO 
SECRET 
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CONSIDER SYMPATHETICALLY ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS TRANSFERS 
OF US ORIGIN ITEMS IN REASONABLE QUANTITIES AND OF TYPES 
COMPARABLE TO THOSE THE UNITED STATES WOULD FURNISH DIRECTLY. 
THE UNITED STATES WILL NOT DISCOURAGE TRANSFERS OF NON-US- 
ORIGIN ITEMS FOR SOMALIA'S DEFENSE. 

B) I. OPPOSITION TO SOVIET ACTIVITIES: 
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- AS SOMALIA IS AWARE, WE HAVE SPOKEN OUT STRONGLY 
AGAINST THE INVOLVEMENT OF SOVIET AND CUBAN TROOPS IN THE 

HORN CONFLICT. WE HAVE ALSO SAID PUBLICLY THAT WE SEE NO 
REASON FOR SOVIET/CUBAN COMBAT TROOPS TO REMAIN NOW THAT THE 
SOMALI ARMY HAS BEEN WITHDRAWN FROM THE OGADEN. WE HAVE 
MADE THESE POINTS DIRECTLY TO THE GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED, AND 
WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO. 

- WE HAVE ALSO, IN OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH MANY AFRICAN 
LEADERS, MADE CLEAR OUR OPPOSITION TO THE PRESENCE OF 
SOVIET/CUBAN COMBAT FORCES IN AFRICA. 

- SOMALIA MAY BE ASSURED THAT WE WILL CONTINUE TO US3 
EVERY OPPORTUNITY, INCLUDING THAT AFFORDED BY THE PRESI- 
DENT’S TRIP TO NIGERIA, TO MAKE THESE POINTS AND HELP BUILD 

A CONSENSUS THAT THE SOVIET/CUBAN COMBAT FORCES SHOULD BE 
WITHDRAWN. 

II ENCOURAGING NIGERIA AND OTHER GOOD OFFICES COMMIT- 
TEE MEMBERS TO SEEK A "JUST AND LASTING SOLUTION TO THE 
ETHIOPIA/SOMALIA PROBLEM ". 

- IT HAS BEEN OUR POSITION THAT THE ETHIOPIA-SOMALIA 
PROBLEM CAN BE PERMANENTLY RESOLVED ONLY THROUGH NEGOTIA- 
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TION. THIS REMAINS OUR VIEW. 

- WE BELIEVE THAT THE DISCUSSIONS OF THE GOOD OFFICES 
COMMITTEE PROVIDE A GOOD STARTING POINT FOR A CONSTRUCTIVE 
DIALOG ON THESE QUESTIONS. THIS WILL BE PARTICULARLY TRUE 

IF BOTH SOMALI AND ETHIOPIA ATTEND THE APRIL MEETING OF THE 
COMMITTEE IN LAGOS. 

- WE WILL CERTAINLY CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE NIGERIA AND 

OUR OTHER FRIENDS IN AFRICA TO SEEK A JUST 

AND LASTING SOLUTION. 

C) PUBLICITY REGARDING ARMS SUPPLIES 

BECAUSE OF US LAWS AND PROCEDURES AND THE NATURE 
OF OUR SOCIETY, THE USG IS ABLE TO PROVIDE MILITARY EQUIP- 
MENT AND SUPPLIES TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES ONLY IN WAYS WHICH 
NECESSARILY INVOLVE OPEN AND PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 

- FOR EXAMPLE, IN OUR SYSTEM, A DETERMINATION OF 
ELIGIBILITY FOR FOREIGN MILITARY SALES IS SUBMITTED TO 
CONGRESS AND PUBLISHED. ALL MAJOR SALES AND ALL THIRD PART 
TRANSFERS REQUIRE NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS. 

D) DEFENSE OF SOMALIA 

- PRESIDENT SIAD SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT THE US 
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HAS NOT UNDERTAKEN TO DEFEND SOMALIA'S TERRITORY, WHICH 
IS, OF COURSE, SOMALIA'S RESPONSIBILITY. 

HOWEVER, PRESIDENT SIAD MAY BE ASSURED THAT OUR 
PREVIOUS PUBLIC DECLARATION STILL STANDS THAT AN INVASION 
OF SOMALIA WOULD PRESENT AN ENTIRELY NEW SITUATION. 

THE UNITED STATES WOULD VIEW SUCH A SITUATION WITH 
SERIOUS CONCERN. 

2. YOU MAY MENTION TO PRESIDENT SIAD THAT WE ARE 
PLANNING TO REQUEST THE SAUDIS URGENTLY TO HELP 
FINANCE IMMEDIATE SOMALI PURCHASES OF US EQUIPMENT 
DIR:CTLY IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, IN PREFERENCE TO 
TRANSFER BY THEM OF US SUPPLIED EQUIPMENT. 
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3. REGARDING SIAD'S OTHER REQUEST THAT WORD "EXISTING" 
BE DROPPED FROM TEXT OF OUR PROPOSED LETTER DESCRIBING 
SOMALI ASSURANCES. YOU MAY INFORM HIM THAT WE ACCEPT 
THIS DELETION. VANCE 
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FOL RPT STATE 073722 ACTION MOGADISCIO 22 MAR 78 QUOTE 
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TAGS: US, SO; PGOV, MASS 

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO SIAD BARRE 

REF: MOGADISCIO 618 

1 . YOU MAYUSETHE FOLLOWING TALKING POINTS IN RESPONSE TO 
THE QUESTIONSPOSED BY PRESIDENT SIAD AS REPORTED IN 
REFTEL: 

A) THIRD COUNTRY TRANSFERS: 
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ONCE SOMALIA IS ELIGIBLE FOR SALES DIRECTLY FROM THE 
UNITED STATES, WE WILL ALSO BE ABLE AND WILL BE PREPARED TO 
CONSIDER SYMPATHETICALLY ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS TRANSFERS 
OF US ORIGIN ITEMS IN REASONABLE QUANTITIES AND OF TYPES 
COMPARABLE TO THOSE THE UNITED STATES WOULD FURNISH DIRECTLY. 
THE UNITED STATES WILL NOT DISCOURAGE TRANSFERS OF NON-US- 
ORIGIN ITEMS FOR SOMALIA'S DEFENSE. 

B) I. OPPOSITION TO SOVIET ACTIVITIES: 

- AS SOMALIA IS AWARE, WE HAVE SPOKEN OUT STRONGLY 
AGAINST THE INVOLVEMENT OF SOVIET AND CUBAN TROOPS IN THE 

HORN CONFLICT. WE HAVE ALSO SAID PUBLICLY THAT WE SEE NO 
REASON FOR SOVIET/CUBAN COMBAT TROOPS TO REMAIN NOW THAT THE 
SOMALI ARMY HAS BEEN WITHDRAWN FROM THE OGADEN. WE HAVE 
MADE THESE POINTS DIRECTLY TO THE GOVERNMENTS CONCERNED, AND 
WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO. 

- WE HAVE ALSO, IN OUR DISCUSSIONS WITH MANY AFRICAN 
LEADERS, MADE CLEAR OUR OPPOSITION TO THE PRESENCE OF 
SOVIET/CUBAN COMBAT FORCES IN AFRICA. 

- SOMALIA MAY BE ASSURED THAT WE WILL CONTINUE TO US3 
EVERY OPPORTUNITY, INCLUDING THAT AFFORDED BY THE PRESI- 
DENT’S TRIP TO NIGERIA, TO MAKE THESE POINTS AND HELP BUILD 

A CONSENSUS THAT THE SOVIET/CUBAN COMBAT FORCES SHOULD BE 
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WITHDRAWN. 

II ENCOURAGING NIGERIA AND OTHER GOOD OFFICES COMMIT- 
TEE MEMBERS TO SEEK A "JUST AND LASTING SOLUTION TO THE 
ETHIOPIA/SOMALIA PROBLEM". 
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- IT HAS BEEN OUR POSITION THAT THE ETHIOPIA-SOMALIA 
PROBLEM CAN BE PERMANENTLY RESOLVED ONLY THROUGH NEGOTIA- 
TION. THIS REMAINS OUR VIEW. 

- WE BELIEVE THAT THE DISCUSSIONS OF THE GOOD OFFICES 
COMMITTEE PROVIDE A GOOD STARTING POINT FOR A CONSTRUCTIVE 
DIALOG ON THESE QUESTIONS. THIS WILL BE PARTICULARLY TRUE 

IF BOTH SOMALI AND ETHIOPIA ATTEND THE APRIL MEETING OF THE 
COMMITTEE IN LAGOS. 

- WE WILL CERTAINLY CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE NIGERIA AND 

OUR OTHER FRIENDS IN AFRICA TO SEEK A JUST 

AND LASTING SOLUTION. 

C) PUBLICITY REGARDING ARMS SUPPLIES 

BECAUSE OF US LAWS AND PROCEDURES AND THE NATURE 
OF OUR SOCIETY, THE USG IS ABLE TO PROVIDE MILITARY EQUIP- 
MENT AND SUPPLIES TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES ONLY IN WAYS WHICH 
NECESSARILY INVOLVE OPEN AND PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 

- FOR EXAMPLE, IN OUR SYSTEM, A DETERMINATION OF 
ELIGIBILITY FOR FOREIGN MILITARY SALES IS SUBMITTED TO 
CONGRESS AND PUBLISHED. ALL MAJOR SALES AND ALL THIRD PART 
TRANSFERS REQUIRE NOTIFICATION TO CONGRESS. 

D) DEFENSE OF SOMALIA 

- PRESIDENT SIAD SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT THE US 

HAS NOT UNDERTAKEN TO DEFEND SOMALIA'S TERRITORY, WHICH 
IS, OF COURSE, SOMALIA'S RESPONSIBILITY. 

HOWEVER, PRESIDENT SIAD MAY BE ASSURED THAT OUR 
PREVIOUS PUBLIC DECLARATION STILL STANDS THAT AN INVASION 
OF SOMALIA WOULD PRESENT AN ENTIRELY NEW SITUATION. 

THE UNITED STATES WOULD VIEW SUCH A SITUATION WITH 
SERIOUS CONCERN. 

2. YOU MAY MENTION TO PRESIDENT SIAD THAT WE ARE 
PLANNING TO REQUEST THE SAUDIS URGENTLY TO HELP 
SECRET 
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FINANCE IMMEDIATE SOMALI PURCHASES OF US EQUIPMENT 
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DIR:CTLY IN THE FIRST INSTANCE, IN PREFERENCE TO 
TRANSFER BY THEM OF US SUPPLIED EQUIPMENT. 

3. REGARDING SIAD'S OTHER REQUEST THAT WORD "EXISTING" 

BE DROPPED FROM TEXT OF OUR PROPOSED LETTER DESCRIBING 
SOMALI ASSURANCES. YOU MAY INFORM HIM THAT WE ACCEPT 
THIS DELETION. VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 


SECRET 
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